WORLD 
ASSOCIATES 


INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
156 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 


SCHOO! OF pr vs 
pia Lf Nooy o2 mange 


September, 1955 


FAITH FOR AN ATOMIC AGE 


Wordsworth, in his "Prelude," gives beautiful expression to a faith that can contemplate chaos and see 


A thought is with me sometimes, and I say - 
Should the whole frame of earth by inward throes 
Be wrenched, or fire come down from far to scorch 
Her pleasant habitations, and dry up 

Old Ocean, in his bed left singed and bare, 


SEARCH FOR SPIRITUAL FOUNDATIONS 


"The peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America 

ce in ferment," said the report presented at 

os, Switzerland, by Professor de Vries, Economic 
fvisor of the World Bank and Chairman of the World 
puncil’s Department of Church and Society. "They 
ve been awakened to a new sense of human dignity. 
ey are in revolt against political and social 
saditions that deny human freedom and they seek 
lease from traditional customs and institutions 
eat enslave. The urge to build new patterns of 
ciety in which fundamental rights, economic wel- 
re, and social well-being can be attained is 
ide-spread.... In this process of social recon- 
truction the search for new moral and spiritual 
sundations is basic, and the Christian under- 
tanding of man is directly relevant to the search 


>r new foundations for society." 


DR. GLORA M. WYSNER RETURNS 
FROM WORLD SURVEY 


On August 8, 1955, Dr. Glora M. Wysner re- 
wrned to her desk in the offices of the Inter- 
ational Missionary Council in New York after an 
round-the-world trip lasting over seven months. 

r. Wysner visited Japan, Hongkong, the Philippines, 
ndonesia, Thailand, Malaya, Burma, Ceylon, India, 
akistan, the Near East, North Africa, and England. 
er mission was designed to serve and strengthen 


it the Redemptive and Recreative Presence of the Living God. He wrote: 


Yet would the living Presence still subsist 
Victorious, and composure would ensue, 

And kindlings like the morning - presage sure 
Of day returning and of life revived. 


the Christian Councils of the mission fields 
visited and specially to lay the ground-work for 
the establishment of study centers of Buddhism, 
Hinduism, and Islam. Christian home and family 
life programs also were given special attention 
and impetus. 

Dr. Wysner reported her findings to the staff 
conference of the I.M.C. in Oxford, July 4 - 16, 
and later also at important committee meetings 
of the I.M.C. and the World Council in Davos, 
Switzerland. 

The West Pakistan Christian Council of fi- 
cially recorded "its cordial appreciation for the 
encouragement and inspiration resulting from the 
visit of Dr. Glora Wysner," and also expressed 
"its gratitude to the International Missionary 
Council for its support, counsel and direction 
through its secretaries and experts." 


WORLD CHRISTIAN BOOKS 


A project sponsored by the I.M.C. and 
developed by the World Literacy and Literature 
Committees in New York and London is known 
as World Christian Books. In a remarkably 
short time after the plan was adopted, small books 
began to appear under such titles as The Christians’ 
God, Christian Giving, Mark's Witness to Jesus 
Christ, Christianity and Science, and The Christian 
as Citizen. These have already been printed to the 
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;, and translations will reach village pas- 
tors who are unfamiliar with English, and also 
thought ful inquirers from among the non-Christian 
faiths. This project is a very good illustration of 

the way some very constructive things can be done 
across denominational and national lines in the in- 
terest of the World Mission of the Church. In this 
instance, we see as yet only the beginnings in a 
field of almost limitless possibilities. 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 


A meeting of The North American Advisory Com- 
mittee of the I.M.C. is scheduled for Friday after- 
noon and evening and Saturday morning and afternoon 
of November 1] and 12, 1955, at Seabury House, 
Greenwich, Connecticut. 


THE EAST ASIA SECRETARY 


At Oxford, in July, Dr. Rajah B. Manikam 
reported in detail on the work he has done since 
Evanston as the East Asia Secretary of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council and of the World 
Council of Churches. Travelling almost constantly 
in the vast area between Japan and Korea on the 
one side and India and Pakistan on the other, 

Dr. Manikam brought good news, good counsel, and 
good fellowship to individual Christians and to 
groups large and small. To many he became the 
symbol of the larger fellowship within the Body of 
Christ. No one can over-state the value of his 
ministry to many who otherwise have counted them-— 


selves forgotten and neglected by thet tafelloten. 


Christians. 
DR. MANIKAM TO BECOME A BISHOP 


Dr. R. B. Manikam, currently the East Asia 
Secretary of the I.M.C. and the W.C.C., will be 
consecrated as Bishop of Tranquebar (Lutheran) on 
January 14, 1956. This consecration will be one 
of the ways in which the one hundred and fiftieth 
_ anniversary of the beginning of Protestant mis-_ 

“Sionary work in India will be celebrated. 
or. be see missed in the circles 


~~~ Studies. 


See 


JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE |.M.C. AND THE W.C.C. 


"Qver half of the World Council program is no 
being carried forward in functional cooperation 
with the International Missionary Council," said 
President Henry P. Van Dusen of Union Seminary, in 
reporting to the Central Committee of the World 
Council at the first meeting of the Joint Committe 
of this Council and of the I.M.C. at Davos, Switzer 
land. The cooperation directed by this Committee 
is in addition to the work done on behalf of inter- 
national justice, good will, and peace by the com- — 
mission of the Churches on International Affairs-- 
another working unit sponsored by both the World 
Council and the I.M.C. 


INTER-CHURCH AID 


In bringing emergency aid to many churches, 
the I.M.C, and the W.C.C. give meaning to the 
phrase saying each of these organizations 
works in association with the other. In this 
joint effort they help to break down the 
false distinction between relief -minded 
people and mission-minded people, between 
service and apostleship. Their work together 
has thrown into bold relief the need for a 
more adequate theology of missions which will 
help to make every form of missionary activity 
contributory to the spread of the Gospel and 
the building of the Church. 
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THE THREE DIVISIONS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL 


The World Council of Churches operates under 
three divisions: 1. The Division of Studies; 
2. The Division of Ecumenical Action; 3. The 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 
The Division of Studies has three departments: | 
1. Faith and Order; 2. Church and Society; 
3. Missionary Studies. Dr. Freytag of Germany, 
is the Chairman of the Division and Erik Nielsen, 
the Research Secretary of the I.M.C., is the Secre- 
tary of the Division's Department of Missionary 
Here we have another illustration of how 
the World Council and the International Missionary 
Council work together in fields of common interest 
and concern. Studies now in progress include one ol 
the Church in China, one on Christianity and non- 
Christian Religions, and one on the Training of the 
Ministry in Africa. A study of the church in 


. 
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THE WORLD COUNCIL AND 
RUSSIA'S PEACE PROPOSAL 


| The Central Committee of the World Council of 
rches, in a reply to Patriarch Alexei of the 
sian Orthodox Church, said that the World Council 
11 regarded the Communist sponsored peace move- 

f as one it can not support. The same communica- 
expressed a deep interest in peace, a strong 
ire for the reduction of armaments under inter- 
(ional inspection, and a grave concern over 
Aigious persecution in some countries. 


AFRICAN BISHOPS CONSECRATED 


_ Four African bishops were consecrated by the 
hbishop of Canterbury at Kampala, Uganda on 
Way, May 15, 1955. These new Bishops are to 
we in Tanganyika, Kenya, and the Sudan. Their 
wation to this high office is noteworthy as 
icative that in the church in Africa, native 
Hers are emerging to help direct the destiny 
their own land. 


| CONSULTATIONS IN SOUTH AMERICA 
_ During part of April and May, Dr. Charles W. 

ss son, General Secretary of the I.M.C., carried on 
ries of consultations in Brazil, Uruguay, The 
sntine, Chile, and Peru. Everywhere Dr. Ranson 
md wide-spread confidence in the evangelical 

are. Real vitality marked much of the Protestant 
«x being done. But isolation, an aggressive 
ttarianism, and a consequent divisiveness are 
knesses which give grave concern. The great need 
to build bridges of contact between kindred 

ups which are separated only by distance and also 
iges of understanding between groups theologic- 
y hostile. A growing sense of need will help 
mtly to make the bridge-building possible. An 

mt I.M.C. Secretary might render an outstanding 
iistry at this time. That question is now being 
en careful consideration. 


SOUTH EAST ASIA THEOLOGICAL 
CONFERENCE PROPOSED 


Ever since the Theological Conference held in 
Hung in January, 1952, Christian leaders in South 
t Asia have been planning a similar conference 
ly set: Bangkok, February 21-March 8, 1956. 
r the joint ee o the ees 


“the whole area. Time and place have been tenta- — Eb bass for p 
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the proposed conference will nee eae tian 
ministry in terms of function, forms, training 
support. Special attention will be given | ey on 
presentation of the Gospel to the adherents of 
non-Christian faiths and the creation of an apolo- 
getic literature. This is just one of many omer 
of amore effective program of evangelism and 
Christurn nurture. 


~1.M.C. ASSEMBLY - 1957 


In response to a mandate of the Ad Interim 
Committee of the I.M.C. in July, 1954, plans are 
now under way for the holding of a meeting of the 
Assembly, which is the authorized body of the 
I.M.C. under its new constitution, over the year- 
end of 1957-1958. This meeting will not be a world 
conference but a regular meeting of the Assembly 
to discharge the normal business of the Council. 

It is hoped that the exact time and place of the 
meeting can be announced at an early date. 


UNITED MISSION IN NEPAL 


In Nepal one finds a mission united from the 
beginning--the United Christian Mission in Nepal. 
It is both interdenominational and international. 
It operates under a committee affiliated with the 
National Christian Council of India. All workers 
participate in mission discussions and decisions. 


INDIA AND MISSIONARY VISAS 


Mission Boards are continuing to experience 
difficulty in obtaining entrance visas for some of 
their missionaries. The situation that obtains 
seems’ to be not nearly so bad as some reports indi- 
cate and not nearly so good as some are inclined to 
believe. It is at least serious enough to command 
the continued effort of the National Christian Council 
in India, the International Missionary Council, and 
of other agencies to achieve a better understanding 
with the government of India and lead to the free 
access of missionaries into India. 


CHRISTIANS AND GIVING 
Aion the Christian church, a new idea and 


ideal of voluntary service and giving entered into 


the world. Previously, ne: and wealthy men had t 
c well ols, libraries, 


should 2198 has Aor to their ability, va giving 


a part of worship. They introduced a new 
for giving - love for God, love for man, in- 


| 1 of a desire for public favor. They changed 


the ah ce of their giving from public works to a 
more personal ministry: (1) The care of the sick 
and injured, of orphans and widows, of unemployed . 
(2) The entertainment of travellers. (3) The 
burial of poor Christians. (4) The redeeming of 
those who had been imprisoned for their faith or 
for debt. (5) The relief of whole churches and of 
the community at large in time of famine or 
pestilence. (6) The establishment of hospitals. 
(7) The support of the Church. (8) The spread of 
the Gospel. 

Giving because we love makes for real steward: 


ship. When we so give, three things happen: 


1. We give ourselves. 2. We learn that in God's 
sight, much may be very little, and little, may be 
very much. 3. We give always as unto Christ - 
never to organizations, although tle gift may be 
chanelled through organizations for the doing of 
His work. 


NEW BOOKS 


Why Christ? is the English translation of the 
title of a 64-page book in German which the I.M.C. 
Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews 
hopes to publish soon. Most of the Jews today 
live in the United States and in other countries 
where Protestant churches are most active. The 
I.M.C. Committee, for this reason, has recently 
emphasized a "parish approach to the Jews,” 
although this emphasis is only one among many ways 
in which it works to see that the Gospel is pro- 
claimed to Jewish people. 
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Christian Theology: an Ecumenical approach Bil . 


Walter Marshall Horton; Harper and Brothers, New 
York, 1955; $3.75. A timely theological treatise 
written on the assumption that since God is one 
there should be one theology, not many different 
denominational theologies. Designed as a compre- 
hensive text-book by one who thinks that theolog- 
ical problems should be faced, not avoided, and by 
one who is prepared as a convinced Christian and 
as a philosopher to deal with them constructively. 
If pense want to think, don’t touch it; if you 
s book will lead you a ae ia uri sea 


_ greatest movement of human history. 


i 


tional mission study theme for the year. It helps 
us see the changing world in perspective and the 
Christian faith in a changing but eternal relevanc 
to the needs of the sons and daughters of men. 


ters of Changing Japan, by Early H. 
Cressy; Farrar, Straus, and Cudahy; New York, N.Y. 
$4.00. An absorbingly interesting book designed 
to give occidental people understanding of the 


inner life of individual Japamese as they make 


their way through a changed and changing 
environment. 


_ BAPTISTS AND OTHER CHRISTIANS 


"Can Baptists come a little closer?" is the 
way the Baptist World Alliance Jubilee Congress 
Bulletin interpreted a statement made to the 
Congress, in London in July, by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. "Under the Archbishop's leadership," 
says this Bulletin, "the Anglican Church has moved 
further than at any time in its history towards 
cooperation with other churches." Some Baptists 
"have been understandably shy of ecumenical af- — 
fairs. Many will wonder whether or not the Arch- 
bishop was not in fact inviting Baptists to look 
afresh at their relations with the world-wide 
Church----." Then the Bulletin suggested that 
Baptists might well do some reverent searching 
for ways to deepen and strengthen the ties that 
bind them to all who call on the name of 
Jesus Christ. 


THE GREATEST MOVEMENT IN HUMAN HISTORY 


The world mission of the church is the 

It is the 
best expression of what God Himself is doing. 

It is the thrusting edge of His own redemptive 
purpose. To have a part in it is to be a fellow- 
worker with God. . 

The International Missionary Council is a 
servant of this world mission. It has no other 
reason for being. It does one thing: it helps 
all evangelical foreign mission agencies to do 
their work better and spend their money more 


wisely. 


Many personal gifts, both large and small, 
are needed each year to enable the International 
Missionary Council to continue its strategic 
service right at the heart of the world mission 
of the church. 

Send gifts or address inquiries to Jesse 
R. Wilson, International Missionary Council, 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, New York. 


